         GWITHIAN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Meeting held on February 8th 2011 at 1930hrs in Gwithian Church Hall.

Present : Brian Pocock (Chairman), Dick Goodere, Ian Bratley (Treasurer), Nigel & Jilly Whitaker, Sandra James, Peter Hansen

Apologies : Maggie Goodere, , Sally and John Foster, Inge Bratley, Ken & Gill Taylor, Carol Pocock, Charles and Joyce Sanderson. Mareve Hansen, Wilma Palmer, Lesley Donaldson, Sarah Kind, Ruth Marks. 

Minutes of last Meeting (Dec 12th 2010) approved and signed.

Matters Arising : None

Treasurer’s Report : Ian reported balances of £850.22 in the Residents A/c, £480.29 in the Lights A/c, £169.62 in the Gwithian Green A/c
Gwithian Green update. 

1. A new butterfly transect post ( Transect 5) provided by Alison Clough from Cornwall Council  was erected by BTCV 

2. In line with the management plan, work has been undertaken by Martin Rule,

BTCV Green Gym Club and local volunteers  which has included:-

a) Removal of a line of willows (6 mature willows) on the Marshland area  (transect 0). Willow branches removed to :-

(i) build an otter halt near the stream before the pipes 

(ii) a part of the Green for burning. This has now happened. 

(iii) shore up an embankment at another location ( branches were taken away by Martin Rule and Alison Clough )

(iv) make bird tables, log baskets and other sustainable products 

The removal of the willow was undertaken by Martin without pay since he was using the willow as part of a contract for an embankment.

b) Removal of over-hanging willow branches along transect 0 to encourage more butterflies and cutting some willow in the dune slack near to the Elm Copse.

c) Cutting back brambles in about three quarter of the areas identified in the management plan.

3. There has been evidence of horse riders crossing the Green churning up transect 7 and motor bikes along transect 5. Also a  4 by 4 went on the Green. The advisory  group has agreed to add no motor bikes , no cycling, no horse riding sign to the present signs re no overnight park etc. In the long run by –laws need to be considered.

4. A dead otter was found today by the pipes. There had been evidence of otter spraint last week. The Environment Agency has taken the otter away for a post mortem.

5. Two people have slipped on the path near the boardwalk by Green Lane. The proposal is to make a wooden handrail to address the problem.

Following Dick’s report, Ian requested that to save potential cost and for simplicity, he would like to close the Green account. It was agreed to amalgamate the balance into the Residents Account. The closing balance of £169.62 would be recorded in the Gwithian Green Advisory Group meetings Minutes to preserve that sum’s identity.

A discussion followed regarding Towans Partnership – Dick informed the meeting that currently TP seems to be in abeyance and it would be a shame if such a body were to be lost as it provided a forum for discussion about Towans and environmental issues. Brian said the PC believed other bodies may provide a better focus as with the departure of Dave Clarke and secretariat Terri Winchester there was no Cornwall Council structure in place. It was agreed to write to Ian Toy to request a meeting soon.

Parish Council update.  Brian reported that in addition to the routine PC matters, the new Parish website would be coming on stream soon which will give all parishoners access to up to date info and services – including links to GRA and other bodies in the parish.
The Gwithian Ward is still one councillor short – so volunteers requested ! 
Christmas Lights: Last year’s lights programme generated £318.40 and the meeting voted to thank Sarah Kind for all her hard work and enthusiasm – hopefully she will volunteer again next year !

Brian reported that he has found a supplier of golfball LED bulbs to replace the current incandescent bulbs in the long light string. These will be at a cost of £2 each and 200 are needed . It was agreed to go ahead and purchase. Ian reported that the new EDF electric contract was punitive – adding 29p a day to the bill but it was likely that we may not be able to exit till end of 2011. As the power usage has fallen dramatically since the use of LEDs it was agreed to ask the Church whether the Lights supply could be connected back to the Hall – thus doing away with EDF. This would be subject to it being electrically feasible. The meeting agreed to go ahead and ask Jonathan for the Church’s permission.
Gwithian sewage. Dick asked for an update on progress to solving the peak overflow problem that he and Sally had identified at Gwithian Sewage Works. Brian reported that he and Ray Tovey would be meeting soon with Julian German – CC Director of Environment to seek a way forward. This is seen as an urgent and important issue. The meeting agreed that action is needed.
Solar Farms. 2 projects are being developed in Gwithian – one commercial application has just been received by CC and a second is likely. Any application will come before PC and Brian agreed to advise members of this so they may attend to see the plans (there have been 3 consultations in the Hall previously) and comment on them. The application already received will go before CC Strategic Planning Committee on 8th April at CC offices in Dolcoath Rd.

Litter Pick Day. Ruth Marks has just run a very successful local litter pick day but could not attend the meeting. It was agreed that St Gothians be targeted for litter picking and that Ruth would email a plan and details in due course.
AOB . None
Date of next Meeting  7th June  + AGM at 1930hrs Gwithian Hall
BWP 10.03.11
